26                      FIRST ELEMENT:   APPETENCES.
derived from it ? Or, to put the question in a more general form, has the money come to be loved for its own sake, or for the pleasure which has come to be associated with it V
Is it necessary to call in. a new principle ? Might it not all be accounted for by the principle of association, acting till the product becomes organic and hereditary V Let us suppose that, actuated by the love of pleasure, the man finds that wealth is the means of imparting and increasing enjoyment. Henceforth enjoyment is associated with wealth, and the wealth is coveted because of the felicity. Money bringing enjoyment is the idea that stirs up the desire. It is not necessary to suppose that we are distinctly conscious of the contemplated enjoyment entering into the act. The object, say the wealth, may bulk so largely in our view that the other element is not specially noticed. The man may not deliberately choose the pleasure ; on the contrary, if there were time and disposition to think, it might- be seen that the object, say ill-gotten wealth, is sure to land us in misery ; but the object has associated itself with a primary impulse, and draws him on if some other motive does not oppose.
There is a circumstance that imparts force to this latter view. We find that when the secondary appetence ceases to gratify the primary one, it is apt to be weakened, and may in the end all but disappear, or appear only as the result of an old habit. It is thus that so many become disgusted with the objects which once they desired so eagerly. The woman formerly loved is found, or imagined to be, unworthy, mean, selfish, or corrupt, may have ceased to afford the pleasure she at one time did, or has wounded the vanity or thwarted some of the favorite ends of her lover, and is henceforth avoided or repelled. In this way all persons with correct moral principle, or indeed with good sense, become wearied with sensual indulgences, which are associated with remorse and filth. Fame and property may become burdensome, because of the cares and anxieties which they bring.
Whichever of these theories we adopt, it must ever be admitted that there are in the breast of every individual natural appetences ; these not merely the love of happiness, which is acknowledged to be universal, but various social instincts and sympathies. These tend to act, in spite of the most adverse circumstances, and show themselves in disappointed feelings when the means of gratification are denied. In conducting this discussion, we have come to discover a most important practical principle; this is the most effective way of removing or counteracting an evil appetence, or one we wish to be rid of. Let us gather a set of associations round another object of an opposite